
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH11554 October 16, 2007 
Now, many illegal immigrants in this 

country are using these matricula con-
sular cards to access American finan-
cial markets. And some American fi-
nancial institutions are offering illegal 
immigrants credit cards and access to 
our financial services and financial 
markets based on the issuance of these 
cards. Only reason you need one, you’re 
in the country illegally. 

I’ve even had an industry representa-
tive tell me that they think they 
should be able to ‘‘bank illegal immi-
grants.’’ 

Madam Speaker, that’s why I’ve in-
troduced H.R. 1314, the Photo ID Secu-
rity Act, to close this loophole that al-
lows illegal immigrants access to these 
services. 

I encourage all to join me in sponsor-
ship of this bill. 

f 

b 1015 

THE FIFTH DISTRICT OF CON-
NECTICUT SUPPORTS THE SCHIP 
PROGRAM 

(Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut. Madam 
Speaker, why is it that we have so 
many Republicans here in the House, a 
veto-proof majority in the Senate, a 
poll that came out showing that Re-
publicans across this country support 
expansion of the SCHIP bill by a 2 to 1 
margin. Why is that? Because the ex-
pansion of the SCHIP bill is not just 
morally responsible. It is fiscally re-
sponsible. We have to stop pretending 
that these kids that don’t have health 
care insurance don’t have health care. 
They do. But they get it in the least 
humane and most expensive way. We 
have a system of universal health care 
in this country. It just doesn’t get care 
to these kids until they are so sick and 
so crippled by their illness that they 
show up at an emergency room and get 
the worst care and most expensive care 
that you can get in this system 

I come from a morally responsible 
district, but I also come from a fiscally 
responsible district, Madam Speaker, 
and that is why they support expansion 
of the SCHIP program. 

f 

HEALTH CARE CHOICE FOR 
FAMILIES 

(Mr. BOUSTANY asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. BOUSTANY. Madam Speaker, I 
am pleased that a report by AARP ac-
knowledged consumer-directed health 
plans often provide more freedom of 
choice, lower premiums while giving 
consumers more control over their 
health care. This year I introduced 
H.R. 2639 to expand and improve cov-
erage under these patient-centered 
plans. Public and private sector leaders 
must do more to empower patients 

with convenient, reliable information 
on cost and quality so consumers can 
purchase better care at a lower cost. 

Recent reports contend that health 
care plans haven’t done enough in this 
area. These criticisms underscore the 
need to quickly build on gains we have 
made in health care transparency. Sec-
retary Leavitt has laid important 
ground work in this area. 

H.R. 2639, coupled with better infor-
mation for patients, will improve ac-
cess, lower costs and improve quality 
of health care. I urge my colleagues to 
cosponsor this bill. 

f 

RHETORIC VERSUS REALITY ON 
THE BIPARTISAN CHILDREN’S 
HEALTH BILL 

(Ms. LEE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. LEE. Madam Speaker, House Re-
publicans have now had 2 weeks to sift 
through the rhetoric and reality of the 
bipartisan children’s health insurance 
bill that the President vetoed. When 
the President vetoed the bill, he said it 
was a step toward government-run 
health care. Surely, he can’t believe 
that. If he understood the program, he 
would know that it is a Federal-State 
partnership to ensure that children 
have access to private health insur-
ance. 

The President also says that the bill 
attempts to expand the SCHIP program 
to upper middle class children who are 
not currently eligible. Again that is 
false. It does not expand the program. 
There are now about 12 million chil-
dren who are eligible for SCHIP. Today 
we are reaching 6 million of those kids. 
Our legislation would allow us to reach 
an additional 4 million children who 
are already eligible for the program. 

The President also says that our bill 
is too expensive. But he ignores the 
fact that it is fully paid for. And he is 
asking for $190 billion more to fund the 
occupation of Iraq. Even if the Presi-
dent does not make children his pri-
ority, let us do so by overriding his 
veto on Thursday. Republicans have 
had 2 weeks to realize that the Presi-
dent’s reasons for vetoing this bill sim-
ply do not add up. So they should join 
us in overriding the veto. 

f 

LIEUTENANT MICHAEL MURPHY 
WILL POSTHUMOUSLY BE 
AWARDED THE CONGRESSIONAL 
MEDAL OF HONOR 

(Mrs. DRAKE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Mrs. DRAKE. Madam Speaker, on Oc-
tober 22, the President will post-
humously award our Nation’s top mili-
tary honor to the first Navy SEAL 
since the Vietnam War. 

In June of 2005, Lieutenant Michael 
Murphy of Patchogue, New York, led a 
team of four SEALs on an intelligence- 

gathering mission in the mountains of 
Afghanistan when Taliban supporters 
revealed the team’s position. A heavy 
firefight ensued, and the team, cut off 
from all reinforcements and out-
numbered 50 to 1, fought valiantly to 
preserve each other’s lives. Faced with 
certain death, Lieutenant Murphy de-
liberately exposed himself to enemy 
fire in order to gain a clear signal 
which would communicate with rescue 
forces. He risked his own life to save 
the lives of his men. 

Madam Speaker, as the proud rep-
resentative of both Naval Amphibious 
Base Little Creek and Dam Neck Fleet 
Combat Training Center, my heart 
goes out to the family of the first Navy 
SEAL to earn the Congressional Medal 
of Honor in the global war on terror. 

Lieutenant Murphy was a true Amer-
ican hero and will live on as an inspira-
tion for all who serve within the ranks 
of the most elite special operations 
forces in the world. 

f 

REMARKS ON THE SCHIP VETO 
OVERRIDE 

(Mr. LANGEVIN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LANGEVIN. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today in strong support of the 
SCHIP program and urge all of my col-
leagues to vote to override the Presi-
dent’s veto of this bill. 

While the number of uninsured adults 
has steadily climbed over the past 10 
years, the number of uninsured chil-
dren in our Nation has declined by 
nearly a third. This is a direct result of 
the SCHIP program which began in 1997 
with the goal, and indeed the national 
commitment, of providing health in-
surance for children whose parents can-
not afford private health coverage. I 
was proud to be a part of a Congress 
that was able to craft a responsible and 
critical reauthorization of the SCHIP 
program, one that would ensure that 
all eligible children can participate. 

However, while Democrats and Re-
publicans here in Congress were able to 
put politics aside for the sake of this 
critical program, the President chose 
not to do so. His veto means that thou-
sands of children in Rhode Island and 
millions more across the country will 
be denied access to health insurance. 

I urge all of my colleagues to vote to 
override the President’s veto and show 
our support for a program that has 
been tremendously successful in sup-
porting working families, strength-
ening our health care system, and 
keeping our children healthy. 

f 

OVERREACTING TO AN OVER-
EXAGGERATED THREAT OF TER-
RORISM 
(Mr. DUNCAN asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. DUNCAN. Madam Speaker, we 
all want to do what we should to fight 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 23:41 Oct 16, 2007 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00004 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K16OC7.009 H16OCPT1hm
oo

re
 o

n 
P

R
O

D
P

C
68

 w
ith

 H
M

H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H11555 October 16, 2007 
terrorism, but the Federal Government 
has to do many other things, too. The 
Wall Street Journal editorial said: ‘‘We 
would like to suggest a new post-Sep-
tember 11 rule for Congress. Any bill 
with the words ‘‘security’’ in it should 
get double the public scrutiny and 
maybe four times the normal wait, lest 
all kinds of bad legislation become law 
under the phony guise of fighting ter-
rorism.’’ 

More significantly, Homeland Secu-
rity Secretary Michael Chertoff testi-
fied in front of a congressional com-
mittee: ‘‘We should not let an over-
exaggerated threat of terrorism drive 
us crazy, into bankruptcy, trying to 
defend against every conceivable 
threat.’’ He went on to say: ‘‘We do 
have limits, and we do have choices to 
make. We don’t want to break the very 
systems we’re trying to protect. We 
don’t want to destroy our way of life 
trying to save it. We don’t want to un-
dercut our economy trying to protect 
our economy, and we don’t want to de-
stroy our civil liberties and our free-
doms in order to make ourselves 
safer.’’ 

f 

THE STORY OF TWO TENS IN IRAQ 
AND HERE IN THE UNITED 
STATES 

(Mr. ALTMIRE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. ALTMIRE. Madam Speaker, 
when we as a Nation talk about our 
priorities, it is often useful to use num-
bers to put things in perspective. So 
today let’s think about the number 10. 
On Thursday, this House will have the 
opportunity to override a Presidential 
veto that would allow us to ensure 10 
million children have access to quality 
health care so that they can see the 
doctor of their choice when they need 
to. We realize the importance of pre-
ventive care. Children shouldn’t be 
forced to let a cold or earache linger 
until it reaches emergency proportions. 

President Bush says our bipartisan 
compromise is too expensive. But while 
we are working to ensure 10 million 
children have access to health care, 
President Bush has no problem asking 
us to send $10 billion every month to 
Iraq. 

Madam Speaker, this is a debate 
about priorities. House Republicans 
should join us in overriding the Presi-
dent’s veto to send a message that chil-
dren’s health care is a priority of this 
House. 

f 

TAXPAYER CHOICE ACT 

(Mr. MCHENRY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. MCHENRY. Madam Speaker, I 
am confident the only thing worse than 
having to pay taxes is figuring out how 
to fill out the forms to pay taxes. As 
Albert Einstein said: ‘‘The hardest 

thing in the world to understand is the 
income tax.’’ He was right. It is 16,485 
pages. Our income tax is an outrage, an 
outrage long in need of reform and sim-
plification. 

Last week Republicans introduced an 
alternative to this outrage. The Tax-
payer Choice Act does what it says. It 
gives taxpayers a choice between all 
the headaches of the current tax sys-
tem or a highly simplified alternative 
tax. It simplifies the process for tax-
payers and gives them what they de-
serve, a transparent, efficient, simple 
and fair Tax Code and completely 
eliminates AMT tax and makes perma-
nent the capital gains and dividends 
tax cuts of 2001 and 2003. 

Madam Speaker, it is long time that 
we pass fundamental tax reform and 
give taxpayers the choice, the Tax-
payer Choice Act. 

f 

RED TAPE DELAYS RESCUE 

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, home-
land security and the safety of our men 
and women in uniform should be on the 
front of everyone’s mind in Congress. 
Yet, we are here again this week dis-
cussing a Democrat bill that fails to 
provide our intelligence community 
the tools necessary to monitor ter-
rorist activity. The Democrat RE-
STORE bill does nothing to streamline 
a process that is hampered by endless 
red tape and severely slows the reac-
tion time between Washington and our 
battlefield commanders. 

Intelligence opportunities sometimes 
exist for minutes, and we need the 
flexibility to monitor activity that can 
save lives. The article in the New York 
Post yesterday is a perfect example. 
The current law delayed a rescue mis-
sion by 10 hours. Our troops should 
never have to wait 10 hours for permis-
sion to rescue them. 

I urge my Democrat colleagues to re-
consider the RESTORE Act. We should 
focus our efforts on a bipartisan ap-
proach to our national security, not on 
legislating defeat. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H. RES. 734 EXPRESSING THE 
SENSE OF THE HOUSE REGARD-
ING WITHHOLDING OF INFORMA-
TION RELATING TO CORRUPTION 
IN IRAQ 

Mr. WELCH of Vermont. Madam 
Speaker, by direction of the Com-
mittee on Rules, I call up House Reso-
lution 741 and ask for its immediate 
consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 741 

Resolved, That upon the adoption of this 
resolution it shall be in order without inter-
vention of any point of order to consider in 
the House the resolution (H. Res. 734) ex-
pressing the sense of the House of Represent-

atives regarding the withholding of informa-
tion relating to corruption in Iraq. The reso-
lution shall be considered as read. The pre-
vious question shall be considered as ordered 
on the resolution to final adoption without 
intervening motion or demand for division of 
the question except: (1) one hour of debate 
equally divided and controlled by the chair-
man and ranking minority member of the 
Committee on Oversight and Government 
Reform; and (2) one motion to recommit 
which may not contain instructions. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Vermont is recognized for 
1 hour. 

Mr. WELCH of Vermont. For the pur-
pose of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentleman 
from California (Mr. DREIER). All time 
yielded during consideration of the rule 
is for debate only. I yield myself such 
time as I may consume. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. WELCH of Vermont. Madam 

Speaker, I also ask unanimous consent 
that all Members be given 5 legislative 
days to revise and extend remarks on 
House Resolution 741. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Vermont? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. WELCH of Vermont. Madam 

Speaker, House Resolution 741 provides 
for the consideration of House Resolu-
tion 734, expressing the sense of the 
House of Representatives regarding the 
withholding of information relating to 
rampant corruption in Iraq, corruption 
that is being used with taxpayer money 
from our country. The rule provides for 
1 hour of general debate controlled by 
the Committee on Oversight and Gov-
ernment Reform. 

Resolution 734 expresses the explicit 
sense of the House that the State De-
partment, our State Department, has 
abused its classification authority by 
withholding from Congress and the 
American people information about the 
extent of corruption in the Maliki gov-
ernment. The resolution further con-
demns the State Department for retro-
actively classifying documents that 
had been widely distributed previously 
as unclassified and by directing State 
Department employees not to answer 
questions in an open forum. 

b 1030 
Madam Speaker, we are in the fifth 

year of this war. We have lost over 
3,700 of our best young men and women. 
By the time this war is over, many ex-
perts anticipate that the cost to the 
taxpayers will exceed $1 trillion. Gen-
eral Ricardo Sanchez, a retired com-
mander, last week described the situa-
tion in Iraq as an absolute nightmare 
with no end in sight. 

This war started on the basis of 
bogus information: the threat of weap-
ons of mass destruction that did not 
exist. Hard questions that should have 
been asked weren’t asked. The war con-
tinued for years, until November of 
2006, with a Congress that was a rubber 
stamp for whatever it was that the ex-
ecutive agencies wanted. Those days 
are over. 
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